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Irish Woodturners Guild

A Digital Thermometer and more! - Graham

Brislane

Combining electronics and traditional woodturning skil ls

Graham shows us a different way to show the

temperature, with a photo/menu holder thrown in for

good measure.

1 . Digital Thermometer

In design and construction, this item is quite similar to a

clock, in that it incorporates a housing in the back for the

electronics unit, from which six l .e.d. l ights protrude

through holes in the front. Each light is colour coded,

and when lit indicates the ambient temperature around

the unit.

Graham first mounts a disc of oak (brave choice of wood

for a first demo!) about 1 25mm(5”)dia. X 38mm (1½”) in

the chuck. He trues up face and edge. Having checked

the diameter of the chuck jaws he opens up a recess

deep enough to

accommodate the

unit. He uses the

parting tool to get

the sides of the

recess at right

angles to the face. I

notice Graham uses

the thumb-on-

gouge-shaft plus the ‘eye’ l ine, to gauge the depth of the

recess. I t works a treat! He uses the heavy scraper to

achieve a fine finish across the face. This wil l be the rear

of the finished item.

Sanding and Finishing

Graham general ly sands to 400 grit. For a finish, his

preference is for Chestnut Crystal l ine Wax, which gives a

nice, glossy appearance. He also prefers kitchen rol l to
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Editors Note:

Well, it's a month into 2015 and Christmas and the New Year

are, I hope, a pleasant memory. I trust that the festive season

was good to you all.

It was very good to me except that when I first stepped onto

my talking scales in 2015 it said "one at a time, please".

Happy Turning,

Mike.
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Any idea what this is?

Answer later in the issue.
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February - Frances Corr  
March - Peter Mulvanney  
April - Seamus Carter 
May (our seminar) tbc.
June - Michael Fay  
July - Noel Fay  

August - David Sweeney 
September - John Doran  
October - Pat Walsh
November - Bob Finley
December - Joe O'Neill .

Saturday Wednesday

February -  Paul Murtagh
March -  Tony Lally
April -  Seamus Carter
May - Pat Walsh
June - Willie Edwards
July - Michael Jordan

August - Cecil Barron
September - Charlie Ryan
October - Bob Finley
November - Malcolm Hill
December - Joe O'Neill

mutton cloth etc. for polishing off. The first application is

done with the lathe stationary, the second and

subsequent applications are applied with the lathe

running. [At this point Graham accommodated Peter

Mulvaney to make a very worthwhile point related to an

experience he had involving the fumes from Briwax

which is another excellent product for a lovely finish on

any item. However, it contains a highly volati le

substance called toluene whose fumes can by harmful

to the human respiratory system. Always read what it

says on the tin! ]

Graham now

reverses the piece

onto the chuck

and trues up this

face. A concave

band about

25mm(1 ”) wide is

created, about 1 ”

or so from the rim. This is the area in which the holes

for the colour-coded l.e.d. l ights wil l be dri l led.

Marking the Positions of the l.e.d. Holes

A diameter is drawn across the face. Six radii at 30◦

intervals wil l spread the six holes across 1 80◦ i.e.

forming a semi-circle from first to last.

Dri l l ing the Holes

Having first marked both piece and chuck opposite each

other as an aid to true re-chucking, Graham removes

the piece from the lathe. He then simply uses the

cordless dri l l to make the six 5mm holes right through to

the unit-housing at the back. Two cautions; make sure

the piece is securely held for this operation AND that

you’re not dri l l ing into the table or bench which is

supporting the piece! The rim is now given a pleasing

rounded edge toward the front. Sanding and finishing is

carried out as before, so it is simply a matter of

threading the l.e.d. bulbs through the holes,

remembering to adhere to the colour coded sequence

from lowest to highest temperature or vice versa.

Further Ideas

This item could be incorporated into a time piece, thus

creating a dual function item. I t might be hung on a wall

or set on a turned base. Final ly, for those interested in

creating the item, Graham gets his electronic supplies

from a company called R.S. Components (which used to

be called Radionics).

2. Photo/Menu Holder

A block of wood about 75mm(3”) x 38mm(1½) square

with a 3mm(⅛”) bandsawn slot about 1 2mm(½”) long,

is mounted in the chuck with the slotted end toward the

tai lstock. Graham rounds this quite fast along its length

with the roughing out gouge, creating a gentle tapered

profi le toward the slotted end, and rounding over that

end. This is then sanded, finished and parted off. The

result, when stood on its end, is a simple but ful ly

functional holder for such items as small photographs,

menus, and so on. For greater stabil ity, no doubt a

small base could be added.

So there you have it. Congratulations, Graham, and

thank you for providing such an interesting

demonstration.

Pacell i O’Rourke

Useful Links - Interesting and useful items related to wood.

Monumental Trees: An interesting site for the unusual. Trees can be remarkable for a number of

reasons: some can be very large, others are old or simply very beautiful. On this site thousands

of photos, measurements, and location details of often unknown monumental trees , . . . . . . .

http: //www.monumentaltrees.com/en/
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Chairman: Bob Finley
086 8323730
DWT.Chair@gmail .com

Secretary: Joe O’Neil l
087 623 01 62
DWT.Secretary@gmail .com

Treasurer: Vincent Whelan
087 760 491 8
DWT.Treasurer@gmail .com

Vice-Chairman : Joe McLoughlin
087 261 0803

Membership: Michael Clarke
087 252 2637
DWT.Membership@gmail .com

Competitions & Workshops: John Doran
087 639 3081
DWT.Competitions@gmail .com

Books & Video: Eamonn Boland
086 274 7600
DWT.Library@gmail .com

Exhibitions: Paul Murtagh
087 1 33 1 292
01 456 5509

Newsletter: Mike Sims
087 989 8793
DWT.Newsletter@gmail .com

Contact Info.

It's a Cabin!

Trade Stands - Latest!

At our next meeting on February

7th the Carpentry Store will be

present, selling your every

woodturning need. There are

plans to have a Trade Stand at all

our future Saturday meetings. A list is being finalized.

FOR SALE – Petrol CHAINSAW. Electrolux Partner 352; three trees on the clock;

one careful owner; any reasonable offer donated to the Altzheimer Society. Contact Mike Sims 087 989 8793.

Sadly, we have to tell you that one of our members Christy Byrne
has passed away.
Also, we have to announce that Eddie Flannery fo East Central
Chapter passed away recently.
May they both rest in peace.
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January
Competition Winners

Overall Competition Results

Gary Deegan - Beginners Pat Walsh - Advanced Wil l ie Edwards - Experienced Bob Finley - Artistic
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