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Demonstrations planned

July- ---  Peter Mulvanney, Pen set

- Philip Kerr, Built up work

August - Ned O' Donnell, Latttice work

September - Emmet Kane, Coloring and texturing

Competitions set

August- a piece built from more than 2types of

wood.

Sept.-Off centre candlestick, single for beginners,
a pair for others.

Hello and welcome to our second issue this
summer, if summer is what we should call it! We
have been getting so much rain recently that
nobody will have an excuse for not producing a
piece for the competition entry in July, uniess of
course you were on your holliers in sunny Spain or
wherever. Seriously though, the number of
entries in recent months has dropped, particularly
in the experieced section, which is sad and bad.
Sad because it may indicate that many out there
are dissatisfied with the item chosen for you to
make, and bad because many of us believe that
standards are driven upwards by virtue of
competition, in woodtuming as in most other
things. Your committee tries very hard to find
something which is both practical and challenging
and even innovative on occasions, e.g. the tie
rack obviously was too way out for some. So, go
on, have a go each month and give it your best
shot . You may surprise yourself as well as the
Chapter members. |n addition to the regular
features we have included an this issue a brief
report on the Balrath Ecostem project, a book
review and a report on the recent Galway seminar,
all of which we hope you find interesting. Enjoy.
Chris Hayes- editor
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Galway Seminar1998 by
ChristineBradshaw

GALWAY CHAPTER IRISH WOODTURNERS
GUILD SEMINAR 1998 16" MAY 1998

Up at the crack of dawn and across the carnage of
the N6 to arrive at the Galway Seminar late but
never the less welcomed by Ambrose O Halloran
and the Galway Chapter members. The Seminar
was hosted in the RTC which gave a studious and
educational theme to the event.

We were all issued with a booklet of the days
proceedings including a profile of the Galway
Chapter and a brief profile of the demonstrators
who included eminent figures such as Ciaran
Forbes, Emmet Kane, Mark Hanvey, Colm
Clinton, Joe Stephens, Des O Halloran and
Marcus Thornton.

The stage was set to see three guest
demonstrators and four home grown chapter
demonstrators.

| was only able to get to see three of the
demonstrations but | was in no way prepared for
what | was about to see.

Unfortunately one of the major attractions, Ciaran
Forbes had broken his thumb in a woodturning
accident the day before the seminar. Luckily Mark
Baker from Robert Sorby tools was able to step in
and demonstrate all the latest Robert Sorby
products. He produced an exquisite square box
and offered very useful information on safety and




Despite his accident Ciaran Forbes nobly graced
us with his presence in the afternoon to distribute
the prizes for the woodturning competition. Since
the competition had been open to all -comers the
variety and standard of work was incredible and
must have been difficult to judge.

1*  Paddy O'Connor (Midlands Chapter)

2™  Ambrose O Halloran (Galway Chapter)

3 Jim Johnson (Ulster Chapter)

THE DEMONSTRATION

MARK HANVEY

Both the demonstrations | attended by Mark were
of the highest standards . Mark showed us how to
do a Rugby Ball shape. Thisis turned and split
then glued back to create this unusual shape.
Mark used a 3/8" gouge and a % " gouge to
reduce the wall thickness which he measured by
use of callipers. Mark had adapted a butter knife
into a parting tool.

An Eggshell Bowl was the next project which Mark
turned from the inside out and this was done from
a Wet Green Burr of Oak. Mark used lamplight
and the use of colour rather than callipers to judge
wall thickness. As he worked ,from the inside out
he used a series of very fine cuts and he stressed
to remove the resin from the tools which blocks up
the gouge. This piece was fascinating to watch
being made since the wood, at this stage was
wobbly it was so wet and thin. Precision work at its
best1

EMMET KANE.

| wandered into Emmet Kane's demonstration late
since | had been spending a fortune at the trade
stands and | wondered whether | had mistakenly
got onto the set of a Big John Wayne movie. Spit
and sawdust , firing colours at a piece of irregular
shaped elm on a big Graduate lathe. This
demonstration was on the use of texture and
colour, It was all very fast moving, first the piece
was green then gold and finally black with the
centre of the bowl left to show the beautiful
original elm

Emmet had wet tumed this elm a couple of days
before the Seminar and after applying colour he
microwaved it threw it back on the lathe lathered it
with Danish oil before setting fire to it1 The type of
stuff only the professionals can do. An amazing
Medieval look was achieved and an amazing
demo to go with it.

The Galway Chapter need to be complimented on
their hard work in arranging such an inspiring
event. :
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May demo - Ship’'s wheel clock by Peter
Mulvanney

Peter set out to show us his approach to making a
ships clock on the Record DML 24 lathe. A
suitable blank for the main part would be a 200 to
220mm diameter by 50mm thick disc of suitable
hardwood and for the spokes 8 matching or
contrasting pieces measuring 125 by 30 by 30mm.
His method is to mount the disc on a faceplate
and turn to a round for which he recommends
using a bowl gouge in preference to the roughing
gouge. Next step is to true up the face using a
skew as a scraper if preferred. Sand the rim
before reversing the piece and truing up the other
side. Mark the centre line on the rim and remove
from the lathe.

Make a hardboard template equal to the diameter
of your disc and divide the circumference into 8
equal segments. e e

Notch the the rim at equidistant points and
transfer these marks onto the disc centre line.
Center punch each mark so that you end up with 8
equally spaced marks around the rim. Mount a
Jacob's chuck in the headstiock with a suitable bit,
say 16 or 18mm.
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Position the disc between centres i.e. with the bit
located in one of punched marks and the live
centre in the diametrically opposite one. Ata
suitably slow speed proceed to drill winding up the
tailstock to obtain the depth required,. This will be
determined by the diameter of the disc and size of
the clock insert selected. (Peter used a 62mm
movement here). Once your are satisfied with the
depth needed mark the bit with tape to facilitate
the drilling of the remainder to the same depth.
Proceed to drill all 8 holes as described above.
Replace the disc on the lathe with the side
selected to carry the clock facing out. Drill or turn
the recess to fit the clock. This should be a good
fit, not too loose or too tight. This is important. At
this stage determine the extent of the void and
remove the waste to within 3 to 6mm of the inside
face.
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since. While we are all aware of the importance
of sharp tools, Paddy emphasised that they are
absolutely essential in the making of twists from
both safety and efficiency points of view.

June will be the “Liquid Paraffin” meeting in my
mind. Paddy recommended it for use on a
slipstone - which he used to sharpen the Mortimer
gouges - instead of oil. It does the job just as well
and cleans the stone into the bargain. Peadar
gets his liquid paraffin from a veterinary chemist in
five-litre lots.

So - two excellent demonstrations by two excellent
demonstrators at the June meeting. | suspect that
there is more talent in these two men to be
exploited by your committee. Congratulations and
thanks, Peadar and Paddy.

Joe O'Neill's talents with his video
camera, projecting the goings-on to the TV
screen, added
immensely to the enjoyment and the visibility of
the demonstrations. In the absence of our
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Peter Mulvaney did a
splendid job in conducting the meeting, to the
extent that there were no complaints that
Chairman Des did not come back from Boston
especially for the occasion. Our thanks to Joe and
Peter for their contributions to a most pleasant
have got meeting. ( Very well reported, Jim, you
have the job-Ed)

PS. Why "Barley" twists?!!
(Will someone please explain about barley twists
from the sweetie shop-Ed)

The Book Review

“Tumed -Bowl Design” by Richard Raffan,
published by Taunton Press at $21.95US, 169
pages, reviewed by Seamus O’ Reilly.

Have you ever wondered why your bowl,
beautifully turned, gorgeous piece of wood,
immaculately finished, doesn't look quite right?
Well, in his book Richard Raffan sets out to show
you why. It all boils down to two words- tactile and
design.

Lets take tactile first. It means ‘perceptible to
touch’. You know the feeling; you pick up a piece

and it just feels right. Next time you'r helping out
at exhibition watch the reaction when somenone
picks up a well finished piece. Their hands seem
to caress it without even looking at it. That's what
Raffan means by tactile. Of course there’s more
to it than a smooth polished surface. Design is the
key. Many of us can get that immaculate finish
but if it doesn't look right it probably isn't right.
The subtlety of shape,design, call it what you will,
is what we strive for. In his book Richard takes us
painstakingly through the steps necessary to begin
to emulate say, Ciaran Forbes or perhaps, Tim
McGill.

This is an excellent book. it's down to earth and
entirely readable throughout. A careful perusal
will pay dividends.

( Seamus is a former chairman of the Dublin
chapter)

Items for sale

1.Clarke lathe, 37" between centres, 6 over
bed, 5 speeds, in good order, 130 punts,
phone 045- 864624, contact Robin McDermott.

Items wanted

1. Plans for a turned birdhouse -contact Owen
Furniss at 01- 494 1262

2. Bandsaw, affordable price please-contact
Thomas Mangan at 01-490 9954

Notices

At their last meeting the committee decided in
the interests of all members that in future
visitors and non-members be allowed to
attend only one monthly meeting and then
required to join before attending subsequent
meetings. This it is hoped willsatisfy the
requirements of the Guild insurance scheme.
There are about 19 new books on woodturning
available throurgh the librarian as well as one
or two videos. The monthy demos will soon be
available on video through the library courtesy
of Joe O'Neill.

The Librarian, Ned O'Farrell could do with some assistance
during the meetings, particularly during the teabreak.
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