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Hello again and a Happy New Year to all. It's been a good year for the Chapter in many
ways. Our numbers have increased again which is a mixed blessing, as we seem at times to be
outgrowing our venue in Terenure. Competitions have flourished although we could benefit from
more entries each month. The new system for judging and awarding points seems to be more
acceptable. Last June a perpetual trophy came into being as a tribute to the late Tom Newman, a
founding member of our chapter. Workshops in members’ homes have really taken off under the
aegis of Frank Gallagher. The new PA system for our monthly meetings that was instalied by
Michael McGee has proved itself already. Plans are in hand to have a dinner in January for
members and guests if we get sufficient bookings, an exhibition of woodtuming in February in
Tallaght, and, of course, our own seminar in April.

That's just a sample of what took place or was planned during 1999. We thank all who
worked to make things successful and trust that more people will take up these burdens in the
coming months as all help is appreciated. Personally | thank everyone who contributed in any
way to the newsletters, as without you | could not get it done. Have an enjoyable year of turning,
everyone.-—--—-—-—Chris Hayes
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The November 99 demo, by Mick
Healy.

This demo by one of the founder members
of our Chapter and one of it's most
dedicated members since it's formation, was
most eagerly awaited and indeed it lived up
to it's highest expectations. The topic was
"a Christmas decoration” and Mick's first
choice was the popular globe type with cap
and screw eye at the top and an icicle at the
bottom. Starting with the globe he secured
a 2.5inch diameter blank of sycamore about
3inches long in a chuck, end grain to head
and tail. This was shaped to a globe (similar
to a sphere bulged at the middle) using both
skew and spindle gouge. Next a 3/4inch
hole was drilled through the globe using a
Jacobs chuck in the tailstock and this
opened up with the help of a tool made from
an old planer blade, ground to suit. Mick
made the hollowing look simple and using
his fingers as a caliper (lathe stopped) and
sensing wall thickness by the sound and feel
of the hallowing tool he had soon completed
the interior. A quick sanding followed by
parting off, left him with a perfectly shaped
globe, 3/4inch holes at each end.

Mick chose a length of ebony for the icicle,
which again was mounted in the chuck. Deft
use of the skew and a small spindle gouge
soon had the blank shaped as required
starting at the point and working towards the
heavier end. A % inch tenon was cut at this
end for fitting to the globe (this is more
easily done with a sharpened spanner of the
correct size). Also the flange at this point
was undercut to provide a better fit between
tenon and hole. All sanding was completed
before parting off near the tenon.

The remaining piece of ebony served to
make the cap for the other end of the globe.
Mick shaped as before leaving a tenon of
the same size and undercut flange to suit
the globe. He used superglue or CA to
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attach icicle and cap to the globe and after
fitting a small brass screw eye to the cap for
hanging, he received a well eamed round of
applause from an appreciative audience. A
gloss finish, sprayed on, was recommended
for this type of decoration.

Having a little time in hand Mick proceeded
to show us how he tumns a spinning top and
how to make it more appealing by coloring
with marker pens. This was followed by
another well-executed object, a footed egg
cup. A perfect end to an enjoyable,
informative and entertaining moming.

Thank you, Mick. . —
-mmmmmeme—-=-Michael Forde.

The Female Branch - by Ruth
McNally

Part 3 -Bowis under the bed

Being the wife of the committed woodturmer
has its compensations. If you can overlock
the initial set-up period (one to two years)
you will be rewarded eventually by the sight
of items begin to trickle from workshop to
living quarters. You pounce on them hoping
for a fascinating heirloom or, at the very
least, a workaday bowl. You soon leam that
it is not that easy; many stages have to be
completed before you can get your hands on
anything. You come up against the wet-
turned, rough-turned, experimental or pre-
finished and occasionally an item fully
finished, However, touching it is taboo, it is
already designated either for a craft show,
for re-designing, or for an order. You hold
back from asking when those few things you
ordered a couple of years ago might see the
light of day.

| mean, how could you possibly complain
when you are frequently treated to all those
lovely misshapen objects that turned out to
be just too good for absolute rejection?
Another compensation is the excitement you
experience in never knowing from one day
to the next, which wooden items in the
house are yours for personal use and which
are "being stabilised at normal room
temperature’. In five years | have had seven
different pesties and four mortars, eight
kitchen clocks, a dozen salad bowls, and at
least six lamps.

On one memorable occasion | watched a



The female branch (Continued from
page 2)

pepper pot on its way to the workshop for a
few improvements"and was moved to
enquire if he realised that it was not one of
his but a gift from a friend. It made no
difference; it was cannibalised. The one
brought back bore no resemblance to the
original but | was assured that he had only
changed the mechanism to a better one. |
was mystified as to how he was able to
compare them when to my knowledge he
had never used the old one.

However, the compensations don't end
there, for with a little application the intrepid
woodtumner's wife can keep her learning
curve continually on the up and up. For
example, in no time at all she can spot oak
or ash just by examining the shavings on her
carpet. If she has a really keen eye she
might soon graduate to something more
difficult, like observing the difference
between, say, zebrano and beli or padauk/
African and padauk/Andaman. And often a
quick glance at the colour of the ring round
the old shirt collar will confirm whether he is
into the exotic or native that day. Or, better
still, ask him to remove his goggles and
inspect his eyebrows.

And how could you possibly complain when
you are constantly supplied with firewood.
Other households have to buy neat little logs
that fit snugly into the grate but it is not so in
the house of the woodturner. Steaming
piles of drying wood litter the hearth and not
a recognisable log among half moons and
quarter moons, rotten blocks shedding wet
bark and bowls of all sizes, cracked, split,
shattered and eaten with fungus. You
explain to your friends that by the end of the
evening most of it will be dried out and then
we can all enjoy a real wood fire. Later,
while the woodtumer is not watching, you
slip a nice dry-looking piece on to the red
coal embers and are delighted to watch the
room fill with smoke and the fire go out. Now
you know that green elm does not burn.
Next time your friends refuse your invitation
and suggest a rendezvous at their house.
There you have the pleasure of watching
your spouse take apart their beautifully
stacked log basket in the hope of scrounging
something to turn.

You have to get your own back and that
requires patience. Not a murmur of a
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complaint must pass your lips as he litters
the house with magazines, shavings, half
finished objects and rejects. Let him talk
woodtumning at you and on the phone for
hours. Give him free range of your hearth,
microwave, kitchen utensils and materals.
Watch in silence as the dinner he'd been
called for six times dies the death on his
plate. Ignore (within reason) the parcels of
goodies that the postman brings and knows
to deliver straight to the workshop. Only,
when you have exercised all this restraint,
can you put your foot down and demand that
the best of the woodtumings are not for sale.
If he insists, don't despair. You can always
hide the best bowls under the bed!

(To be continued)

Book Review-"Fun at the Lathe”

if you have an interest in board and table
games together with skills at the lathe, this
book is for you. In all there are 30 different
projects, described well with plentiful and
excellent colour photographs on each stage
of the developments. Essentially this book is
for those whose interest is in creating toys
and games so it might be best suited to a
turner who has children or grandchildren. All
of the games are explained and rules of play
are provided in each case. Be you novice or
experienced turner you should find
something here to hone your skills and at
the same time produce a worthwhile gift for
a child, or even saleable items with a
difference for the next craft fair.

Niall Cahill. Nov. 99
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Tips from the lathe, by Geoff Cronin

The carpet treatment

When you've completed the tuming and
polishing of an item, particularly a bowl, and
you need to attend to the base for signing,
waxing and suchlike, it may be necessary to
place it upside down on the workbench.
Placing a carpet tile on the bench before
starting the process can eliminate the risk of
damaging the rim from tiny pieces of grit on
the bench

B T T I arar TN Y
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Digest of Committee

Meetmg Dec, 1999

Note that the competitions subject for
March 2000, an item from Irish grown
wood, between 2 and 8inches high has
other special conditions as follows: the
wood species must be marked legibly
underneath. Also all items entered in
this competition are not returnable but
will be donated to the Scout Association
for inclusion in their wood exhibition in
Larch Hill. We are confident that many
will respond to this great opportunity to
have an item on permanent show.

2. Booking for the planned dinnerln the
Red Cow Hotel on January 28" has
been very slow up to now; a minimum of
80 tickets must be sold before it can go
ahead. Should it be decided at the
January meeting to proceed tickets may
be purchased from Irene Christie, 3
Willow Brook L odge, Celbridge, Tel.
6276126, price £17.50.( note new
address)

3. Admission to our seminar at Larch Hill
on April 28" next is set at £30.

4. Itis suggested that members should
hold on to their best competition pieces
for submission to the National Seminar
competition.

5. The librarian, Michael McGee, advised
us that he could arrange a substantial
discount on books and videos and even
the magazine, Woodturning, if
somebody would offer to manage the
distribution.

6. A gentle reminder that the membership
fee of £23 is due on Jan 1%

The December 1999 demo
by Joe O’ Neill

Making a wooden clock

“Tempus fugit” and what better
demonstration for our last meeting of the
millennium than a clock? Our demonstrator,
a familiar figure at all our events came well
prepared including his own DML 300 Iathe,
tools, clocks in various stages of completion,
a variety of typical movements and the all
important check list.

After emphasing the importance of working
safely Joe explained that although any

timber within reason was suitable for clocks
its essential that its well seasoned and dry.
For the demo Joe used a 30mm(11/4 inch)
disc of Iroko which he mounted on a screw
chuck and trued up the face. The centre
was marked and the disc reversed and
remounted on the screw chuck. After truing
up this face he cut a 31/8inch diameter
recess to accommodate the chosen
movement, to a depth of 5/8 or % inch.
When satisfied with the fit of the movement
Joe sanded sealed and finished this face.
Next he removed the blank from the chuck
and set it aside while proceeding to make a
jam chuck to suit the 31/8inch recess,
utilising the screw chuck again. Our
demonstrator insisted that it's important to
get the best possible fit here. Before
resuming turning Joe fitted wooden plugs of
contrasting colour placed at 12, 3,6 and 9
o'clock positions, glued in place. He
suggested that one should mark the hours
with a compass for accuracy but any other
useful method that works is ok too. Another
tip is to arrange the markings so that the
grain lies vertically when the clock is hung.
For hanging on a wall Joe now drilled the
rear of the clock opposite the 12 and fitted a
neat keyhole plate, 1inch dia. This is a safer
method than the hanger supplied with the
movement.

With the way clear now he resumed tumning
on the jam chuck, shaping to suit and
sanding, sealing and finishing as before.
He advised using a sanding block here to
ensure a good flat surface where the hands
traverse. While still on the lathe he drilled a
shallow hole to accept the locking brass nut
of the movement. Note: It must be
remembered that spindle lengths come in 3
different sizes so check whichever one you
have bought before completing the recess.
With the clock removed the movement was
secured with a nut and the hands attached
at the 12 o'clock position checking for
adequate clearance.

To provide protection to the face in say, the
kitchen environment, Joe showed how to
cannibalize the plastic cover from a cheaply
bought clock (pound shop?) and by cutting a
suitable recess in the face while on the lathe
the cover can be secured in place with hot
melt glue or similar.

Thanks Joe for a most informative and
entertaining demo who really made tempus
fugit. Michael Forde



Woodtuming publications are a great source
of information. Who has not invested in
books, magazines and videos in an effort to
improve our skills and hone our hobby?
Meeting and talking with other woodturning
junkies are also valuable ways of learning.
So too, are visits to woodtuming
demonstrations, seminars and equipment
exhibitions. Sometimes though we might
need to look further for advice than our own
circle and in times like that there is no better
helping hand than the Internet. This article
is an attempt to explain, very briefly, how
this creature, also called the Net, works and
why it can be of such benefit to anyone
seeking information about their hobby or
business.

E-mail

Quite simply it’s merely a modern version of
our old postal system (snail mail?) that we
all grew up with except perhaps that a
message can be delivered anywhere in the
world in an instant. That message can be
text or you can add pictures and sounds.
You can send the same message to 100s,
1000s or millions of people. No stamps
needed. Just a computer and make a phone
call, local charges apply.

Web sites

The Net holds a collection of pages set up
by companies and individuals to cater for
every possible topic under the sun. It's like
having the keys to every library in the world
—it is virtually unlimited access to
information. And woodturning information in
the Net is no exception. There are
companies promoting their latest
catalogues, individuals

Hosting permanent personal exhibitions of
their work, pictures, plans ideas, ... the
world is your oyster. So our experience of

the craft can be exposed to many millions of
readers simultaneously. We can see their
creations, they can see ours. And just like
our craft the potential to use the technology
is limited only by your imagination.
For those with the time, inclination and
access to the Net the following are places
you might like to visit:
http://flock.mwci.net/~rspragg/index.html
The above gives a list of interesting
woodtumning sites.
For projects to make try
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~pwguild/projec
ts.htm
And of course there are many others to be
surfed and explored if you wish. Or if your
particular bent is live debate you can have
that too on the Net.
| hope to be able to discuss this further in
another issue of the newsletter.
——-Niall Cabhill

(Niall's article had to be abbreviated for the
usual reasons but we will make space for
him again in the future. Note too that many
local libraries are bang up to date with
access to the Net for anyone and free. Or at
least it was at mine last month where a
whole hour was offered free! Even if there's
a charge it's a great way to find out if it
appeals to you before you lash out on the
latest Pentium. And if you are up there
already why not pass on your e-mail
address for publication here, mine, in case
you're interested is, chrishayes@eircom.net

—Ed.)

Book review
Tuming boxes, by Richard Raffan
For a newcomer to turning this book will take
the mystery out of making boxes. The
expert will find that there is plenty here to
challenge and refine. It covers aspects of
design, blank choice and preparation, a
fascinating gallery and the all-important 25
steps to turning a perfect box. This
culminates in a single page resume of those
25 steps, which now resides on the wall
behind my lathe, alongside the cutting
sequence
Another winner from the master of the craft.
--Seamus Dunne

AAAAAAAAAAAARAAAAAAAANARAANANAAAAAAAAARAAR
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[ North Strand Meetings

These resume on the last Thursday of this
month at 1915 hours, at the VEC, North
Strand. Bring an object or a problem.

Woodturning lessons

Available from

Peter Mulvaney

33 Ardmore Park, Dun Laoire, Tel 2802745

or
Joe O'Neill
27Ballinteer Drive, D16, Tel.2089441

stands we will be even more pleased. Since
this is barely a month away now, consider
what you might like to exhibit and pass it to
one of the members listed above well before
the end of January, As a last resort bring
your tumning to the February meeting. To
avoid problems later ensure that it is
identified as described on the rules enclosed
with this newsletter, which also has the
necessary traceability form. Because of the
demands placed on us conceming
insurance we do not intend to offer any
pieces for sale, although it should be
possible to refer interested buyers indirectly
to the maker of a piece. The one exception
to selling at the exhibition is our usual
gallery of items on behalf of the Ahzheimers
society, which we hope you will support
also. That nice vase or bowl you intended to
present to Aunt Polly would do nicely!

Do please support your exhibition.

woodturning Exhibition,
February 7% to the 11, 2000

The foyer of the offices of the South Dublin
County Councii i int the Town

Centre, Tallaght, will be the venue for our
next exhibition of woodtuming by members
of the Dublin Chapter. A committee has
been formed to organise and run this, which
includes myself, Guy McGrane, Tel.
2857710; Shay Nolan, 2981197, Joe O’'Neill,
2989441: Paddy O'Gorman, 0404 45294;
Michael Forde, 8311328; Jack Grant,
8310609.

To make a success of this affair we will need
the support of everyone, mainly to provide
good pieces for display and if you can spare
some time during that week to man the

More tips from the lathe by

Geoff

Don’t chuck it just anywhere!

It is important to keep your chuck clean and
protect it between jobs, so firstly, always
place it face down when not in use. This will
avoid picking up pieces of grit and dirt on the
threads or parts in contact with the
headstock thus preventing it from seating
properly. Secondly, over longer periods
keep it in some kind of plastic container, or
an old food container is ideal. You will get
more hours of use from your most expensive
and useful accessory if you look after it.

That's about all | can get in this time. There
is some other book reviews that | will publish
next issue. | am still looking for
contributions, anything you feel might be of
interest to other turners should be sent to
me in good time, on disc if you can, or
e-mail it if you prefer at-
chrishayes@eircom.net
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Huge New Store of

Well seasoned
Hardwood for
Woodturning

Blanks for Bowils,
Clocks
Platters, etc,

Square stock and
Branchwood

A limited supply of
Yew, Walnut and
Spalted Beech
Hours
Mon-Fri 9-6
Sat 10-1

Brian Walsh
Ashford
Co. Wicklow

Philip J.Dix & Co.

Supplier of Quartz Clock

range at very reasonable

tel 6717144/6710579
6 Aston Quay
Dublin 2

Movements and
Accessories.
Call and see our full

prices.

Phone 0404-40504

ForSale

Do you have anything to
sell?

A surplus chuck, ancient

Graduate, or rusty
gouge?
Why not advertise it
here?
No Charge to members

Any member may
advertise here free of
charge
Sell your spare lathe
or other equipment
exchange tools or
offer to buy

Woodgrey Ltd
Unit 1a
Newtown Ind Estate
Coolock, D17
(near Cadbury’s)
Agent for Craft
Supplies
Hours

Mon to Fri 9am-1pm

Large selection of Bowl
Blanks, Turnery Squares,
Tooling and Chucks
Craft Accessories
Finishes(Liberon and
Rustins)
Veneers and Glues
Softwoods and
Hardwoods
Ask for Marie on
8471344/8471405
fax8471890

Wanted

Articles about turning or

woodwork in general
or anything about trees or on
dealing with timber. A poem,
silly verse, a limerick?
Come on,| can't be the only
person who reads.
The Advertisers too , may send
items
send your copy to the editor




